ARTHUR
that he might have qualities which not yet been dis-
played In public. Arthur was a tall, well-built man, with a
shaven chin side whiskers. His courtesy and dignity^
and his air of breeding and intelligence, made it seem
unlikely that he could be the mere "pot-house politician"
that the papers called him. Socially, the new administration
was an Immediate success. It was the first time since the
days of Buchanan that the President had possessed social
gifts, or even normally attractive manners, and the change
was welcome. Arthur*s wife had died about a year before
his inauguration^ but his sister presided at White House
functions, proving an accomplished and graceful hostess*
Presumably Arthur had played politics in New York as
a kind of game? a complicated and dangerous gamble which
he could enjoy without the introduction of any moral issues^
except that of financial honesty. On being elevated to the
Presidency his entire attitude toward politics appeared to
change, and he acquired, for the first time5 a sense of respon-
sibility. To the dismay of his "stalwart" friends^ he
retained GarfieldTs appointees, ignoring even Grant's request
that he dismiss the Secretary of the Navy in order to make
way for one of the old guard. He vetoed an extravagant
appropriation bill which was popular with the politicians,
and a Chinese Exclusion Bill which was popular with the
people^ but which happened to violate a United States
treaty with China. And he did his best to secure prosecu-
tion of the men involved in the "Star Route*1 frauds. This
latest scandal concerned the juggling of postal contracts on
the horse-drawn mail routes (known as "Star Routes") in
such a way that big profits accrued to a ring of contractors.
Ex-Senator Dorsey, the Secretary of the Republican
National Committee and one of the men chiefly
for the election of Garfield and Arthur, was Invoked in
scandal. He belonged to that sinister group: the of
whom Grant thought highly,
The most surprising of Arthurfs acts as President
his energetic backing of the movement for Civil
Reform.    As a result, in 1883^ Congress             an act
providing for the appointments of about 12              of die
24.1